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As recognized, many people claim that e-books are the custom windows for the world. It does not imply that
buying book The Wall: Growing Up Behind The Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís will
mean that you could get this world. Simply for joke! Reviewing a book The Wall: Growing Up Behind The
Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís will opened somebody to believe better, to keep smile, to
entertain themselves, as well as to urge the expertise. Every book additionally has their characteristic to
influence the reader. Have you recognized why you review this The Wall: Growing Up Behind The Iron
Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís for?

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Born out of a question posed to Sís (Play, Mozart, Play!) by his children (Are you a settler,
Dad?), the author pairs his remarkable artistry with journal entries, historical context and period photography
to create a powerful account of his childhood in Cold War–era Prague. Dense, finely crosshatched black-
and-white drawings of parades and red-flagged houses bear stark captions: Public displays of
loyalty—compulsory. Children are encouraged to report on their families and fellow students. Parents learn
to keep their opinions to themselves. Text along the bottom margin reveals young Sís's own experience: He
didn't question what he was being told. Then he found out there were things he wasn't told. The secret police,
with tidy suits and pig faces, intrude into every drawing, watching and listening. As Sís grows to manhood,
Eastern Europe discovers the Beatles, and the Prague Spring of 1968 promises liberation and freedom.
Instead, Soviet tanks roll in, returning the city to its previous restrictive climate. Sís rebels when possible,
and in the book's final spreads, depicts himself in a bicycle, born aloft by wings made from his artwork,
flying toward America and freedom, as the Berlin Wall crumbles below. Although some of Sís's other books
have their source in his family's history, this one gives the adage write what you know biting significance.
Younger readers have not yet had a graphic memoir with the power of Maus or Persepolis to call their own,
but they do now. Ages 8-up. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* In an autobiographical picture book that will remind many readers of Marjane Satrapi's
memoir Persepolis (2003), Sís' latest, a powerful combination of graphic novel and picture book, is an
account of his growing up in Czechoslovakia under Soviet rule. Written in several stands, the somewhat
fragmented narrative never dilutes the impact of the boldly composed panels depicting scenes from Sís'
infancy through young adulthood. Throughout, terrific design dramatizes the conflict between conformity
and creative freedom, often through sparing use of color; in many cases, the dominant palette of black, white,
and Communist red threatens to swallow up young Peter's freely doodled, riotously colored artwork. The
panels heighten the emotional impact, as when Sís fleeing the secret police, emerges from one spread's
claustrophobic, gridlike sequence into a borderless, double-page escape fantasy. Even as they side with Peter
against fearsome forces beyond his control, younger readers may lose interest as the story moves past his
childhood, and most will lack crucial historical context. But this will certainly grab teens—who will grasp



both the history and the passionate, youthful rebellions against authority—as well as adults, many of whom
will respond to the Cold War setting. Though the term picture book for older readers has been bandied about
quite a bit, this memorable title is a true example. Mattson, Jennifer

Review

“The ecstatic energy and big-spirited inventiveness of the artist's drawings make the once all but
unimaginable realization of that dream visible for all to see.” ?The New York Times Book Review

“Sís' most ambitious and personal book.” ?USA TODAY

“A sophisticated and sobering picture book exposé.” ?The San Francisco Chronicle

“The Wall makes for irresistible reading.” ?Washington Post Book World

“Mr. Sís's account belongs as much in the living room as it does in the nursery.” ?The Wall Street Journal

“Peter Sís [is a] master of the not-necessarily-for-children picture book.” ?The Los Angeles Times Book
Review

“Peter Sís's The Wall... may be his finest book to date - no small feat.” ?The Boston Globe

“Glorious artwork.” ?Elle

“Will both engross and haunt his audience.” ?Starred, The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

“Complex, multifaceted, rich in detail . . . [Sís's] concluding visions of freedom are both poignant and
exhilarating.” ?Starred, School Library Journal

“A masterpiece for readers young and old.” ?Starred, Kirkus Reviews

“Younger readers have not yet had a graphic memoir with the power of Maus or Persepolis to call their own,
but they do now.” ?Starred, Publishers Weekly

“The deployment of media choices and color throughout the book is both expert and telling: bold, stark black
marker for an invading Soviet tank, dreamy blue crayon for the night the Beach Boys played Prague . . . a
comprehensive portrait of an era, an artist, and the persistence of the latter in the face of the former.”
?Starred, The Horn Book

“A powerful combination of graphic novel and picture book . . . Terrific design dramatizes the conflict
between conformity and creative freedom.” ?Starred, Booklist

“Simply and effectively illustrates the history of Czechoslovakia's struggle with totalitarianism and evokes
the dreams of his repressed people.” ?VOYA

“This stunning book is a MUST for anybody who is curious to learn about the world we live in!” ?Milos
Forman, Oscar winning-director of Amadeus, One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest

“Peter Sís's book is most of all about the will to live one's life in freedom and should be required reading for
all those who take their freedom for granted.” ?Václav Havel, former president of the Czech Republic

“Peter Sís, who has entranced children and adults with his magical stories and drawings, has taken his talent



to a new level. Peter, born to dream and draw, is now also teaching the tragic history of his native
Czechoslovakia under communism in this beautiful, poignant, and important work for those of all ages. ”
?Madeleine Albright, former U.S. Secretary of State

“This extraordinary achievement is a powerful reminder of the hard-won freedoms that drew so many to this
country's shores.” ?Shelf Awareness
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The Wall: Growing Up Behind The Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís. Is this your
spare time? Just what will you do then? Having spare or downtime is really impressive. You could do
everything without force. Well, we expect you to save you few time to read this e-book The Wall: Growing
Up Behind The Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís This is a god e-book to accompany you in
this downtime. You will not be so tough to know something from this publication The Wall: Growing Up
Behind The Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís A lot more, it will certainly help you to obtain
better information as well as encounter. Also you are having the wonderful works, reviewing this e-book The
Wall: Growing Up Behind The Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís will not include your
thoughts.

This publication The Wall: Growing Up Behind The Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís deals
you better of life that could develop the quality of the life more vibrant. This The Wall: Growing Up Behind
The Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís is exactly what individuals now require. You are
below and you could be exact as well as certain to obtain this publication The Wall: Growing Up Behind The
Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís Never question to obtain it even this is just a publication.
You can get this publication The Wall: Growing Up Behind The Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By
Peter Sís as one of your collections. However, not the collection to present in your bookshelves. This is a
priceless book to be reviewing collection.

How is making sure that this The Wall: Growing Up Behind The Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By
Peter Sís will not presented in your bookshelves? This is a soft file book The Wall: Growing Up Behind The
Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís, so you can download The Wall: Growing Up Behind The
Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís by buying to obtain the soft data. It will ease you to read it
each time you need. When you really feel careless to move the published book from the home of office to
some place, this soft data will alleviate you not to do that. Because you can only conserve the data in your
computer unit and device. So, it allows you review it everywhere you have determination to read The Wall:
Growing Up Behind The Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís
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"I was born at the beginning of it all, on the Red side?the Communist side?of the Iron Curtain." Through
annotated illustrations, journals, maps, and dreamscapes, Peter Sís shows what life was like for a child who
loved to draw, proudly wore the red scarf of a Young Pioneer, stood guard at the giant statue of Stalin, and
believed whatever he was told to believe. But adolescence brought questions. Cracks began to appear in the
Iron Curtain, and news from the West slowly filtered into the country. Sís learned about beat poetry, rock 'n'
roll, blue jeans, and Coca-Cola. He let his hair grow long, secretly read banned books, and joined a rock
band. Then came the Prague Spring of 1968, and for a teenager who wanted to see the world and meet the
Beatles, this was a magical time. It was short-lived, however, brought to a sudden and brutal end by the
Soviet-led invasion. But this brief flowering had provided a glimpse of new possibilities?creativity could be
discouraged but not easily killed.

By joining memory and history, Sís takes us on his extraordinary journey: from infant with paintbrush in
hand to young man borne aloft by the wings of his art. This title has Common Core connections.

The Wall is a 2007 New York Times Book Review Best Illustrated Book of the Year, a 2008 Caldecott
Honor Book, a 2008 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year, the winner of the 2008 Boston Globe -
Horn Book Award for Nonfiction, and a nominee for the 2008 Eisner Award for Best Publication for Kids.
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Starred Review. Born out of a question posed to Sís (Play, Mozart, Play!) by his children (Are you a settler,
Dad?), the author pairs his remarkable artistry with journal entries, historical context and period photography
to create a powerful account of his childhood in Cold War–era Prague. Dense, finely crosshatched black-
and-white drawings of parades and red-flagged houses bear stark captions: Public displays of
loyalty—compulsory. Children are encouraged to report on their families and fellow students. Parents learn
to keep their opinions to themselves. Text along the bottom margin reveals young Sís's own experience: He
didn't question what he was being told. Then he found out there were things he wasn't told. The secret police,
with tidy suits and pig faces, intrude into every drawing, watching and listening. As Sís grows to manhood,



Eastern Europe discovers the Beatles, and the Prague Spring of 1968 promises liberation and freedom.
Instead, Soviet tanks roll in, returning the city to its previous restrictive climate. Sís rebels when possible,
and in the book's final spreads, depicts himself in a bicycle, born aloft by wings made from his artwork,
flying toward America and freedom, as the Berlin Wall crumbles below. Although some of Sís's other books
have their source in his family's history, this one gives the adage write what you know biting significance.
Younger readers have not yet had a graphic memoir with the power of Maus or Persepolis to call their own,
but they do now. Ages 8-up. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* In an autobiographical picture book that will remind many readers of Marjane Satrapi's
memoir Persepolis (2003), Sís' latest, a powerful combination of graphic novel and picture book, is an
account of his growing up in Czechoslovakia under Soviet rule. Written in several stands, the somewhat
fragmented narrative never dilutes the impact of the boldly composed panels depicting scenes from Sís'
infancy through young adulthood. Throughout, terrific design dramatizes the conflict between conformity
and creative freedom, often through sparing use of color; in many cases, the dominant palette of black, white,
and Communist red threatens to swallow up young Peter's freely doodled, riotously colored artwork. The
panels heighten the emotional impact, as when Sís fleeing the secret police, emerges from one spread's
claustrophobic, gridlike sequence into a borderless, double-page escape fantasy. Even as they side with Peter
against fearsome forces beyond his control, younger readers may lose interest as the story moves past his
childhood, and most will lack crucial historical context. But this will certainly grab teens—who will grasp
both the history and the passionate, youthful rebellions against authority—as well as adults, many of whom
will respond to the Cold War setting. Though the term picture book for older readers has been bandied about
quite a bit, this memorable title is a true example. Mattson, Jennifer

Review

“The ecstatic energy and big-spirited inventiveness of the artist's drawings make the once all but
unimaginable realization of that dream visible for all to see.” ?The New York Times Book Review

“Sís' most ambitious and personal book.” ?USA TODAY

“A sophisticated and sobering picture book exposé.” ?The San Francisco Chronicle

“The Wall makes for irresistible reading.” ?Washington Post Book World

“Mr. Sís's account belongs as much in the living room as it does in the nursery.” ?The Wall Street Journal

“Peter Sís [is a] master of the not-necessarily-for-children picture book.” ?The Los Angeles Times Book
Review

“Peter Sís's The Wall... may be his finest book to date - no small feat.” ?The Boston Globe

“Glorious artwork.” ?Elle

“Will both engross and haunt his audience.” ?Starred, The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

“Complex, multifaceted, rich in detail . . . [Sís's] concluding visions of freedom are both poignant and
exhilarating.” ?Starred, School Library Journal

“A masterpiece for readers young and old.” ?Starred, Kirkus Reviews



“Younger readers have not yet had a graphic memoir with the power of Maus or Persepolis to call their own,
but they do now.” ?Starred, Publishers Weekly

“The deployment of media choices and color throughout the book is both expert and telling: bold, stark black
marker for an invading Soviet tank, dreamy blue crayon for the night the Beach Boys played Prague . . . a
comprehensive portrait of an era, an artist, and the persistence of the latter in the face of the former.”
?Starred, The Horn Book

“A powerful combination of graphic novel and picture book . . . Terrific design dramatizes the conflict
between conformity and creative freedom.” ?Starred, Booklist

“Simply and effectively illustrates the history of Czechoslovakia's struggle with totalitarianism and evokes
the dreams of his repressed people.” ?VOYA

“This stunning book is a MUST for anybody who is curious to learn about the world we live in!” ?Milos
Forman, Oscar winning-director of Amadeus, One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest

“Peter Sís's book is most of all about the will to live one's life in freedom and should be required reading for
all those who take their freedom for granted.” ?Václav Havel, former president of the Czech Republic

“Peter Sís, who has entranced children and adults with his magical stories and drawings, has taken his talent
to a new level. Peter, born to dream and draw, is now also teaching the tragic history of his native
Czechoslovakia under communism in this beautiful, poignant, and important work for those of all ages. ”
?Madeleine Albright, former U.S. Secretary of State

“This extraordinary achievement is a powerful reminder of the hard-won freedoms that drew so many to this
country's shores.” ?Shelf Awareness

Most helpful customer reviews

25 of 26 people found the following review helpful.
Not only for children...
By Karel Kriz
Not only for the children:

Everybody is familiar with the saying "we take certain things, like freedom for granted". Peter Sis' book is
about living in a country where this self-evident asset did not exist. Bear in mind, the author does not write
about some high ideas whose proclamations would endanger the state. He is talking about criticizing
government actions within a scope of a neighborly gossip - one cannot complain about the shortages of
particular goods, telephones are bugged, certain books and films are banned, press, art and whole culture are
censored, foreign radios are jammed, letters are opened and censored, informers are rewarded for snooping
etc. "Yes", some readers might say "we already read about it so many times, and the cold war ended
seventeen years ago". Of course, books were written about it and some adults even read it, but what is new
about this book is its target. It is aimed for the children. The author, a world famous children books
illustrator was born in former Czechoslovakia under the Communist regime and he presents the way of life
during that terrible period as seen with the children eyes. The book is illustrated with the child -like, but
artistic drawings. One might classify it as Comics for the gifted children. Since the facts are refined by the
child lenses, I would recommend to read it together with the parents and I am certain that both sides will
benefit. Specifically two chapters titled "From my Journals", where the necessary historical ,political events
are recorded, could be fully understood only by the High school and higher up students. Since I lived under



that system during my adolescence years I could testify for the accuracy of the facts with the understandable
omission of the gruesome show trials, where the innocent people were sent to gallows or to heavy
imprisonment in the concentration camps. We are aware that it is for the children and we hope that they will
learn from it more than our generation did from the books for the adults.
I could voice only one critical comment. The author did not explain how this system came to power as
experienced by a common man. Especially the children are prone to follow the logic of the "good guys"
against the "bad ones". In general it followed the same path as any would-be totalitarian system. The
Communist Party did not proclaim its final goal: total power. In the transient democratic period it promised
to the masses essentially a heaven on the earth, for any problem, however complicated offered simple
solution, in other words they pretended to be "good guys" and they succeeded... Once in power the
Communists simply did not allow any free elections. Of course they were helped by the threat of the Soviet
invasion, which had to come anyway many years later. This way presented lesson could help better to-days
children to orient in the politics around us.
I strongly recommend this book as an educational and entertaining medium for the whole family.

Karel Kriz,
Boulder,CO

40 of 50 people found the following review helpful.
Scale it
By E. R. Bird
Totalitarian regimes make for good children's books. They just do. What could be more inherently exciting
plot-wise than a world in which you never know who to trust? Where children report parents to the police
and freedom and creativity are stifled under the boots of oppressors? That makes for good copy. This year
alone we've the Cultural Revolution book, Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party by Ying Chang Compestine and
the much discussed Peter Sis title, "The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain." "The Wall" brings
together your standard gorgeous Peter Sis imagery with content that is sure to cause debate and interest.
Though it's not a book I would necessarily site as a personal favorite and that I have a couple issues with, I
appreciate that Sis has created something worth discussing with kids, teens, and adults alike.

He was born at the very beginning of The Cold War in Czechoslovakia. A kid with a penchant for drawing,
right from the start, we watch as the growth of young Sis is paralleled with the rise of fear in his nation. Peter
draws at home and at school and alongside this story we read of the compulsory and discouraged actions
both required and prohibited by the government. The drawn sections are broken up by journal entries Sis
wrote at the time, reflecting his beliefs and dreams. With the late 1960s, Sis was entranced by Western
influences, a dangerous thing at the time. Near the end, Sis dreams of flying away above it all with wings
made out of his art. His escape is cemented by the fall of the Berlin wall in 1989 and an Afterword explains
how he left and what Prague is like now.

This is certainly an earnest book. Not humorless, but certainly gung ho in its love of all things American. It's
difficult to criticize a book on that basis since what Sis has gone through is unlike anything I could
understand or appreciate. The book feels like a cathartic release but it lacks distance. There's a danger of the
author being almost too close to his material. Compare "The Wall" to Persepolis and you see the difference.
The content is similar but the approach varies wildly. Satrapi is part of the story and, at the same time,
removed. She doesn't simplify the story into strict terms, but instead allows the audience to draw their own
conclusions based on the information she presents to you. I just don't feel that Sis has done that here. He tells
you what to think of the subject matter and when to think it. For example, without batting an eye he suggests
that Europe is said to contain, "Truth. Integrity. Honor. Liberty. Virtue," etc. while on the East side of the
Berlin Wall there is only, "Envy. Stupidity. Lies," and so forth. He has every right to do so, particularly when



you consider that this may be an image of what the young Sis believed lay in the West rather than what was
really there. Unfortunately, as it currently stands, the image suggests that the readership not draw their own
conclusions and accept the "Virtue" on top of Western Europe and the "Envy" on top of the Eastern half.
Even the oppressors are featured with pig noses rather than looking like average everyday joes. How much
more interesting it might have been to make the bad guys as human as the good guys. How much more
interesting if, like Satrapi, he'd been able to take that one baby step backwards and not tell us what to
believe.

Audience has never bothered Peter Sis, so I doubt we should let it bother us either. To my mind, this book is
ideal for high school students. You can teach and teach the Cold War to them all day, but unless they get a
little primary source material presented in an interesting fashion, who knows how much information they're
actually going to take in? Kids might like this book, but they probably won't be able to understand the
journal passages. I appreciated that Sis did find a way to make the book kid-friendly, though. At the bottom
of each page are sections that can be read to kids and that make sense of young Peter's life. It's only when
you read the captions that pop up on the sides of these pictures that you understand the background behind
such innocuous statements as, "He didn't question what he was being told."

The journal passages were especially interesting to me. I liked the photographs of young Sis (particularly the
hunky mop top with the raised eyebrow) and the glimpses of his art surrounding these passages. It was
particularly interesting that Sis' professor at the Academy of Applied Arts was Adolf Hoffmeister who wrote
"Brundibar". I wonder now how Sis felt about the Tony Kushner/Maurice Sendak picture book version of
that tale. The information and details found in these journals just about make up for the lack of a
Bibliography in the back. I suppose that since this is a first-hand account, Sis didn't need to scout out kid-
friendly sources to give some context to his lesson. Still, that means that we're being told what to think about
these events without a secondary source of any sort. It would be nice if kids were able to learn more about
these times on their own, say, with a list of useful websites or books on the subject. I've been discussing
whether or not Bibliographies are necessary in picture books. Maybe not always, but if I'm going to
recommend this book to teens as well as kids as a bit of non-fiction (and the Dewey call number is
943.704092, after all) then I'm going to want some secondary sources.

The comic book bloggers have been calling this book a picture book graphic novel, and have claimed "The
Wall" as their own. It's a very interesting take. At first glance I just assumed that this story was similar in its
layout and structure to the Galileo and Darwin books Sis has put out before. And it is, in a way, but then I
took a closer look at the structure. Though this is not the case on every page, the art is consistently broken
into panels. There aren't speech balloons or much in the way of text integrated within the pictures. Because
the words surround the pictures, the eye has something to dance between. The tiny dot style Sis employs here
works beautifully within the context of the story. Colors stand out against a black and white background.
With the exception of the color red, nothing in Prague is allowed to be colorful. Only Westernized objects
and ideas appear in anything but pen and ink. The two-page multi-colored spread of the Spring of 1968
(shown here) stands in sharp contrast to the red-infused earlier spread of Stalinism and its ilk.

Sis hasn't won a Caldecott Award proper quite yet. He's been honored for Tibet Through the Red Box and
Starry Messenger (not The Tree of Life, bizarrely) but "The Wall" is bound to be the best bet he's had yet. It's
a beautiful book and no one is going to contest that. Shoot, it's already gotten at least four starred reviews in
professional journals and is bound to garner some more. Come award season it'll sweep the nominations and
everyone will get to hear a lovely Peter Sis speech (he's a very good public speaker) and it will all be lovely
and droll. I don't object to the book winning, but I do wish the heavy hand guiding it could have trusted the
audience a little and not spelled out its message quite so blatantly (i.e. "America to the rescue"). It's quite an
accomplishment but one that could have stood a drop of irony in the mix.



10 of 11 people found the following review helpful.
mommyreader
By Jayne
This wonderful book manages to be both creative and insightful, documenting life behind the Iron Curtain
during the Cold War in words and graphic design. Peter Sis's use of color in his intricate illustrations
highlights and enhances the matter-of-fact language of his text. He has managed to create a journal,
biography, and social/historical commentary that is fascinating reading for older children and adults alike.

See all 42 customer reviews...
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Well, when else will you discover this prospect to get this publication The Wall: Growing Up Behind The
Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís soft data? This is your great opportunity to be here and
also get this fantastic publication The Wall: Growing Up Behind The Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book)
By Peter Sís Never leave this book prior to downloading this soft file of The Wall: Growing Up Behind The
Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís in link that we offer. The Wall: Growing Up Behind The
Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís will actually make a large amount to be your best friend in
your lonesome. It will certainly be the very best partner to boost your business and also leisure activity.

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Born out of a question posed to Sís (Play, Mozart, Play!) by his children (Are you a settler,
Dad?), the author pairs his remarkable artistry with journal entries, historical context and period photography
to create a powerful account of his childhood in Cold War–era Prague. Dense, finely crosshatched black-
and-white drawings of parades and red-flagged houses bear stark captions: Public displays of
loyalty—compulsory. Children are encouraged to report on their families and fellow students. Parents learn
to keep their opinions to themselves. Text along the bottom margin reveals young Sís's own experience: He
didn't question what he was being told. Then he found out there were things he wasn't told. The secret police,
with tidy suits and pig faces, intrude into every drawing, watching and listening. As Sís grows to manhood,
Eastern Europe discovers the Beatles, and the Prague Spring of 1968 promises liberation and freedom.
Instead, Soviet tanks roll in, returning the city to its previous restrictive climate. Sís rebels when possible,
and in the book's final spreads, depicts himself in a bicycle, born aloft by wings made from his artwork,
flying toward America and freedom, as the Berlin Wall crumbles below. Although some of Sís's other books
have their source in his family's history, this one gives the adage write what you know biting significance.
Younger readers have not yet had a graphic memoir with the power of Maus or Persepolis to call their own,
but they do now. Ages 8-up. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* In an autobiographical picture book that will remind many readers of Marjane Satrapi's
memoir Persepolis (2003), Sís' latest, a powerful combination of graphic novel and picture book, is an
account of his growing up in Czechoslovakia under Soviet rule. Written in several stands, the somewhat
fragmented narrative never dilutes the impact of the boldly composed panels depicting scenes from Sís'
infancy through young adulthood. Throughout, terrific design dramatizes the conflict between conformity
and creative freedom, often through sparing use of color; in many cases, the dominant palette of black, white,
and Communist red threatens to swallow up young Peter's freely doodled, riotously colored artwork. The
panels heighten the emotional impact, as when Sís fleeing the secret police, emerges from one spread's
claustrophobic, gridlike sequence into a borderless, double-page escape fantasy. Even as they side with Peter
against fearsome forces beyond his control, younger readers may lose interest as the story moves past his
childhood, and most will lack crucial historical context. But this will certainly grab teens—who will grasp
both the history and the passionate, youthful rebellions against authority—as well as adults, many of whom
will respond to the Cold War setting. Though the term picture book for older readers has been bandied about
quite a bit, this memorable title is a true example. Mattson, Jennifer



Review

“The ecstatic energy and big-spirited inventiveness of the artist's drawings make the once all but
unimaginable realization of that dream visible for all to see.” ?The New York Times Book Review

“Sís' most ambitious and personal book.” ?USA TODAY

“A sophisticated and sobering picture book exposé.” ?The San Francisco Chronicle

“The Wall makes for irresistible reading.” ?Washington Post Book World

“Mr. Sís's account belongs as much in the living room as it does in the nursery.” ?The Wall Street Journal

“Peter Sís [is a] master of the not-necessarily-for-children picture book.” ?The Los Angeles Times Book
Review

“Peter Sís's The Wall... may be his finest book to date - no small feat.” ?The Boston Globe

“Glorious artwork.” ?Elle

“Will both engross and haunt his audience.” ?Starred, The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

“Complex, multifaceted, rich in detail . . . [Sís's] concluding visions of freedom are both poignant and
exhilarating.” ?Starred, School Library Journal

“A masterpiece for readers young and old.” ?Starred, Kirkus Reviews

“Younger readers have not yet had a graphic memoir with the power of Maus or Persepolis to call their own,
but they do now.” ?Starred, Publishers Weekly

“The deployment of media choices and color throughout the book is both expert and telling: bold, stark black
marker for an invading Soviet tank, dreamy blue crayon for the night the Beach Boys played Prague . . . a
comprehensive portrait of an era, an artist, and the persistence of the latter in the face of the former.”
?Starred, The Horn Book

“A powerful combination of graphic novel and picture book . . . Terrific design dramatizes the conflict
between conformity and creative freedom.” ?Starred, Booklist

“Simply and effectively illustrates the history of Czechoslovakia's struggle with totalitarianism and evokes
the dreams of his repressed people.” ?VOYA

“This stunning book is a MUST for anybody who is curious to learn about the world we live in!” ?Milos
Forman, Oscar winning-director of Amadeus, One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest

“Peter Sís's book is most of all about the will to live one's life in freedom and should be required reading for
all those who take their freedom for granted.” ?Václav Havel, former president of the Czech Republic

“Peter Sís, who has entranced children and adults with his magical stories and drawings, has taken his talent
to a new level. Peter, born to dream and draw, is now also teaching the tragic history of his native
Czechoslovakia under communism in this beautiful, poignant, and important work for those of all ages. ”
?Madeleine Albright, former U.S. Secretary of State



“This extraordinary achievement is a powerful reminder of the hard-won freedoms that drew so many to this
country's shores.” ?Shelf Awareness

As recognized, many people claim that e-books are the custom windows for the world. It does not imply that
buying book The Wall: Growing Up Behind The Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís will
mean that you could get this world. Simply for joke! Reviewing a book The Wall: Growing Up Behind The
Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís will opened somebody to believe better, to keep smile, to
entertain themselves, as well as to urge the expertise. Every book additionally has their characteristic to
influence the reader. Have you recognized why you review this The Wall: Growing Up Behind The Iron
Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) By Peter Sís for?


