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When we speak, in the following pages, of the icosahedron, or in general of a regular solid, this expression is
to be understood in an extended sense; namely, we do not actually operate with general constructions in
space, but confine ourselves essentially to the sphere which is described through the summits of the regular
solid, and to which we suppose the edges and sides of the regular solid transferred by linear projection from
the centre of the sphere. The nearer object of our consideration is therefore a determinate partition of the
sphere, and we only return for greater convenience of expression to the phrases, and in part to the
constructions, of the geometry of space.
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